An SSE Workshop

Using Randomness to Study Consciousness

REGs and RNGs in Scientific Research Applications
Presented by Dr. Roger Nelson
This is a workshop for people who have been intrigued but perhaps mystified by random number generator technology in consciousness research, or who want to dive in and do their own experiments. RNGs, also known as REGs, evidently can be affected by intention, and they are responsive to deep emotions and group coherence. We will work to reduce the mysteries and produce both scientific and practical clarity. It will be an opportunity to explore your questions in detail. 

Dr. Roger Nelson was a member of the PEAR team from 1980 to 2002 when he retired from Princeton University. In 1997 he created the Global Consciousness Project, which he continues to direct. His experience with REG/RNG technology spans laboratory and field research, and his expertise reaches from design and calibration of the instruments to experimental and statistical design to analysis and interpretation of results. He is willing to step into the deep waters of explanatory theory, but with some necessary caveats. 

The full day workshop will begin at 9:30 and end around 4:30, with two breaks. 
Segment 1: Define REG/RNG, examine design, purposes, limitations


Types – electronic, radioactive decay, biological, plus other sources of randomness


Devices – focus on electronic, look at Mindsong, Psyleron, Orion, Araneus


Technology – hardware, software, database; purposes, constraints, controls


Experiential – try experiments, lab and field style; option to BYO device & computer 

Break for lunch ~ 11:45 return at 1:00

Segment 2: Research applications: How can an REG be used to assess this topic or that?

Experimental Design – Laboratory, Field, Global network


Statistical design – questions identified and implemented


Software – off the shelf, collaborations, custom


Analysis – off the shelf, custom, 


Modeling and theory – return to the design and questions 
Break for coffee, snacks ~ 2:30 – 3:00
Segment 3: Open forum for questions. Here are some starters ...


Why is REG/RNG research important?


How can I research a particular question?


What needs to be done for mainstream acceptance?


Who is now doing this research, and where?


When is an experiment complete or sufficient?


How does it work? What is the mechanism?


Are we all connected, unconsciously?


Is this a non-local phenomenon?

