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Experiments in the culture of peace and non-violence


The Organization for Resonance Through Art (ORA) is the symbol of the aspiration and effort to create a worldwide community of participants from many different cultures and traditions who share the vision of a peaceful planet, and are willing to explore their own evolution, and those of their associated institutions, in fulfillment of that vision. It will therefore be a laboratory for experimentation in a non-violent society and lifestyle, through individual and collective resonance with one another and with the Earth. The art and edifice of the Mandala we wish to create will reflect a worldwide map of social values, ideas, knowledge and resources of the different participants who express innovative currents and dynamic interactions to demonstrate the interdependence of all life. It will have a website that will serve as an international, intercultural interface for this purpose (tentative launch September 2005).


The first project it undertakes will be the oraworldmandala, the journey of a work of art that will travel through five continents as the basis for a world action dedicated to symbolically reconnecting the Human Continent with planet Earth (tentative starting date: autumn 2006). The staging sites of this journey will be in 8+1 locations of the globe where the people will share solidarity with the eight thematic areas inspired by the United Nations resolution and plan of action on a culture of peace (res. 53/243) namely:

1) Education for a culture of peace and non-violence

2) Human rights and duties 

3) Sustainable development

4) Gender equality

5) Disarmament and human security

6) Mutual respect and solidarity

7) Democratic participation

8) Free flow of information

An overarching thread of universal responsibility interconnects all these areas of action. 

A “core group” will be constituted in each of these sites, by the different local, regional, national and international entities who will welcome the Treasure (the work of art), and endorse its onward journey to the next site on its inter-continental route, through action programmes organized in the 8+1 locations. 


The core group will invite NGOs, institutions, associations, governmental agencies; corporations, movements and individuals - at local, national and international level - to participate through co-operative actions organized in resonance with the 8+1 action programmes. These actions will be communicated through the website as a worldwide manifestation of diversity in unity and harmony.


The oraworldmandala project will attempt: 

· To construct ORA, an ethical infrastructure where art, economics, science, and spirituality intersect and interact in civil society for the attainment of collective values through co-operation;

· To create an “ORAbank” through the inflow, at the different levels, from the artistic products realized during the oraworldmandala work in progress, for the social inclusion of the entities that cannot orchestrate co-operation by themselves;

· To investigate the tangible effects of the collective consciousness of the assembled groups on the output of an electronic random event generator, provided by the International Consciousness Research Laboratories in collaboration with Princeton University’s Engineering Anomalies Research laboratory, as part of an ongoing scientific study of the role of consciousness in the establishment of physical reality;  

                Along with other consequential and incidental activities. 

www.oraworldmandala.org

The vision of Mandala has taken shape from the visions of many ancient civilizations and traditions where external reality is perceived as a reflection of human consciousness. The Mandala represents the interdependence between comprehension and intention, intention and motivation, and motivation and action. It represents the resonance that arises when elements and forces are in equilibrium and harmony with each other. 
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